
Community College Leadership 1

Community College 
Leadership
Graduates of this education doctorate acquire competencies to lead 
community colleges and improve student outcomes. The program 
provides a unique opportunity for working professionals to complete the 
Ed.D. in as little as three years. Additionally, the structure of the program 
allows professionals to balance work responsibilities with academic 
commitments.

More Information
Community College Leadership Webpage (https://online-
distance.ncsu.edu/program/doctor-of-education-in-community-college-
leadership/)

Admission Requirements
• Transcripts from all previous higher education institutions 

attended.

• Completion of an NC State Graduate School application. Go to 
the following site for instructions: https://applygrad.ncsu.edu/
apply (https://applygrad.ncsu.edu/apply/).

• Statement of Purpose (300-400 words): A concise statement 
about your academic and professional (work) background, 
your career goals and your reasons for applying to this degree 
program. Please be specific in explaining how this program fits 
your educational and career objectives.

• Personal Statement (500 word limit): How have your 
background and life experiences, including cultural, 
geographical, financial, educational, or other opportunities or 
challenges, motivated your decision to pursue this degree? For 
example, if you grew up in a community where educational, 
cultural, or other opportunities were plentiful or especially 
lacking, you might discuss the impact this had on your 
development and interests. This should be a discussion of the 
journey that has led to your decision to see a graduate degree. 
Please do not repeat your Statement of Purpose.

• Identify at least one thematic research area of interest from 
the following and explain why you have an interest in this area: 
completion and transfer, learning outcomes, labor market 
outcomes, technology, and/or organizational behavior.

• GRE is optional (if submitted, completed within the last 4 years).

• Processing fee of $85 to the Graduate School.

• Resume/Curriculum vitae.

• Three references from a leader in an organization, or 
supervisor, peer and/or faculty member.

• Online North Carolina Residency Form (if claiming North 
Carolina residency for tuition purposes).

Applicant Information
• Delivery Method: On-Campus

• Entrance Exam: GRE is optional (if submitted, completed within the 
last 4 years).

• Interview Required: Interview Required

Application Deadlines
• Fall: All applications are reviewed for Summer admission only

• Spring: All applications are reviewed for Summer admission only

• Summer: December 1 Priority Deadline. Applications received after 
this deadline will be considered

• Community College Leadership (EdD) (https://catalog.ncsu.edu/
graduate/education/community-college-leadership/community-
college-leadership-edd/)

Faculty
David Ayers

Ken Enders

Devon Graves

Catherine Hartman

Audrey Jaeger

Mary Rittling

Makena Stewart
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