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Teaching English to 
Speakers of Other 
Languages (Certificate)
A four-semester program of study in Teaching English to Speakers of 
Other Languages (TESOL). Undergraduate students who complete 
this certificate program will be able to document their knowledge and 
expertise in TESOL for scholarship opportunities, employers and 
graduate schools. Also, many students at NC State interested in TESOL 
are enrolled in programs that have limited free-elective credits, making 
it difficult to complete the five course TEFL minor. English Language 
Teaching Placement Programs around the world require evidence of a 
TESOL Certificate in order to be considered for placement. Completion 
of the certificate enables participants to demonstrate their cultural 
competence and interest in positive global engagement. Finally, in-
service K-12 teachers who complete the TESOL certificate will be 
prepared to take the Praxis II-ESOL test and if successful, receive 
the ESL Add-on licensure from the NC DPI. This program is open to 
undergraduates in any major and of any class standing, as well as non-
degree students.

Contact Person
Jennifer Despain 
Withers Hall 319 
Campus Box 8106 
919.513.1482 
jhdespai@ncsu.edu

A total of 12 semester hours is required; at least six credit hours must 
be taken at NC State. The remaining credit hours may be taken through 
affiliate programs or satisfied by transfer credit.

Code Title Hours

WL 424 Linguistics for Teachers of Multilingual Learners 3

WL 427 Methods and Materials in TESOL (Teaching 
English to Speakers of Others Languages)

3

WL 436 Culture, Community, and Language: Advocating 
for Multilingual Learners

3

In consultation with the certificate coordinator choose one of the 
following:

3

WL 440 Practicum in TESOL (Teaching English to 
Speakers of Other Languages)

WL 437 Strategies and Curriculum Design in Teaching a 
New Language

Any WLxx 202 or higher world language class (except WLEN)
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